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Our long-time responsibility 
has been to count ours elves, 

to know how many o f  us there are.

N. Batzaria

N ow here did the doctrine o f nationalities, which played a great part in 
the h istory o f  the 19th century, have a greater role than in the Balkan Peninsula 
and in no part o f  the Peninsula were the nationalities so m ixed and jum bled to
gether as they w ere in M acedonia. Rom ania was m ainly peopled by Rom anians; 
Bulgaria contained a vast preponderance o f Bulgarians over the other national
ities; Serbia was overwhelm ingly Serbian, w hile G reece, w ith  the exception o f 
Thessaly and the G reek part o f Epirus, possessed com paratively few but Greek 
subjects. However, in M acedonia all the nationalities were hopelessly interm ixed. 
Unfortunately, too, alm ost every nationality o f the Balkan Peninsula has at some 
distant period held  m ore or less b rief sway over some part o f M acedonia and 
these h istorical rem iniscences w ere considered vital in  the Balkan states. T hat 
way the rival claim s o f  the various com petitors overlapped each other and the 
aspirations o f  the Balkan states could only be satisfied by ignoring those o f the 
others.1

A t p resent, we know that the latest battles for conquering  O ttom an

1 MILLER, 1897: 50-52.
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M acedonia were led w ith heavy artillery and that weapon power had the final say 
in the allocation o f the Ottoman heritage in Europe. However, the last battle for 
M acedonia was preceded by a large num ber o f lesser battles in w hich the 
churches and schools were on the battlefields, while the weapons used w ere the 
cross and school books. These attempts for spiritual and intellectual conquer
ing o f the C hristian peoples in M acedonia on the part o f their Balkan neigh
bours were regularly followed by statistical records o f the new ly found Greeks, 
Bulgarians, Serbs and Romanians. Ever since the new followers had been regis
tered and, m ore often than not, after the num ber o f these duly registered fol
lowers would have been doubled at least, the “objective” statistical results would 
have been presented in public and the statistician “successfully” proved that the 
largest num ber o f M acedonian citizens had the same nationality as his.

The first v ictim  o f this war o f numbers for the conquering o f M acedo
nia was one o f the sm all Christian peoples in the country — the A rom anians 
(Vlachs). Insuffic ien tly num erous or com pact to be a serious candidate in the 
battle for the O ttom an heritage, but sufficiently num erous and prevalent 
throughout M acedonia to enable an excellent negotiating position to those who 
m anage to achieve patronage over them, the Arom anians, as H enry N oel B rails
ford penetratingly noted, becam e the pivot o f M acedonian  question .2 G reek 
statesmen were aware that north o f Kostur (K astona) it was only the A rom ani
ans who gave H ellenism  a foothold. It was for that reason, and with the aim to 
justify its territorial aspirations toward parts o f M acedonia, that Greece had no 
other choice but to represent the Arom anians as Greeks. Hence, the num ber o f 
Aromanians in G reek statistical data is always lower than the numbers which can 
be found in all other statistics. In Bulgaria, they were acquainted w ith the signif
icance o f the A rom anians for H ellenism  in M acedonia. Thus, they em phasized 
the existence and the respectable number o f the Arom anian, non-G reek, pop
ulation in M acedonia. However, that was solely the case as regards territories o f 
Greek interest. In parts o f M acedonia toward which the Greek kingdom  had no 
aspirations, Bulgarian  statisticians practically do not register A rom anians and 
m ost frequently represent them as Bulgarians. The position o f Bucharest was 
yet more com plex. D ue to its geographical location, Rom ania had no opportu
nity for territorial expansion onto M acedonian territory. N evertheless, Rom a
n ia’s southern neighbor, Bulgaria, had that opportunity and in Bucharest they 
knew  that the ex istence o f a Rom anian constituent in M acedonia, w hich  Ro-

2 BRAILSFORD, 1906:187.
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m ania took care o f  and patronized, w ould be an excellent tactical m ethod to 
exert pressure on B u lgaria to m ake territo ria l concessions in D obrogea. The 
A rom anians w ere given the role to be Rom anians. This is the reason w hy the 
num ber o f Arom anians in M acedonia has always been the greatest in Rom an
ian statistical data, although the Arom anians have regularly been presented as 
Romanians.

H enceforth we w ill focus on the issue o f  pinning down the num ber o f 
the A rom anian  population  and its pervasiveness in M acedonia in  the last 
decades o f  the O ttom an rule. Even today, this issue arises as a serious object in 
political speculations and unless entirely com prehended, it would be difficult to 
understand the conditions in w hich the Balkan states developed their p ropa
ganda against the A rom anians, its chances o f success and the justification o f 
their territorial aspirations.

*  *  *

N ever have so m any contradictory argum ents been m ade for the num 
ber o f any o f the Balkan peoples as there have been for the Arom anians.3 S itu
ated in alm ost all corners o f M acedonia, the Arom anians fail to form  a com pact 
m ajority in any larger territorial unit. Scattered as they were in isolated mountain 
villages or in town com m unities, they com m only acted as m akeweight in po li
tics, as opposed to a w ell defined political force w ith clearly defined goals and 
territo ria l asp irations. O w ing to that, their num ber in M acedonia becam e the 
subject o f  m an ipulation which was w elcom ed by the Balkan statisticians who 
could prove to the world public the dom ination o f “their” population in M ace
donia. These circum stances m anifoldly com plicate any attem pts o f  historians 
today to reach an approxim ate figure representing  the num ber o f the M ace
donian A rom anians in the respective period. A m ong the num erous diligently 
and thorough ly m ade statistics, num erical estim ates for which it rem ains un
known how  the w rongdoer obtained them  and pseudo statistics in w hich the 
foreign elem ent is decreased or om itted intentionally, it is essential to take into 
account the proven ience o f  the statistician , the aims o f  the statistics and the 
m anner in w hich the statistician reached the concluding number.

We do not claim  to provide an accurate figure o f the Arom anian popu
lation in M acedonia at the end o f the 19th and the beginning o f the 20th century.

3 BRAGA, 2004: 8.
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In fact, w e m aintain  that it w ould be im possib le even for the contem poraries 
who conducted thorough field research. Our goal is to review  several statistical 
data from the given period and using com parative analysis o f  som e to reach a 
num ber which , in our opinion, approximates the genuine num ber o f the Aro- 
m anian population in M acedonia in the period we are interested in.

T he first problem  we encountered was the definition o f the term  M ace
donia. T hroughout history, this term  has had different m eanings and usages. As 
D uncan Perry properly notes, attem pts to delim it the boundaries o f M acedo
nia, in any but the m ost general term s, are fruitless since ethnic claims, coupled 
w ith  h istorical, political and d iplom atic considerations, render an exact delin
eation im possib le.4 Thus, w hile for G reek statisticians M acedonia regularly in 
cluded only the Salonica and B itola (Monastir) V ilayets i.e the territories where 
Greek and hellen icised population lived, for the Bulgarian statistician M acedo
nia was w here one could find Slavic population, so the territo ries south o f 
B istritsa (H aliacmon) and around Pindus m ountains were generously left to any
one interested in them. To make the confusion worse, the Romanians sometimes 
used the broad term  M acedonia even for parts o f A lbania. A t other times, for 
the m ore precise grouping o f the Arom anian population in the O ttom an Em 
pire, M acedonia was shrunk to the borders o f the Salonica V ilayet and part o f 
the Kosovo V ilayet, wh ile the b iggest part o f the B ito la V ilayet was sacrificed 
for the benefit o f A lban ia and Epirus.

This paper uses the geograph ical term  M acedonia for those territories 
which Vasil K anchov processed in his statistics,5 the only difference being that 
we add to M acedonia the ka%a (adm inistrative division) o f K aterin i, w hich be
longed to the Salonica Vilayet.

A  m uch m ore serious problem  than the arbitrariness o f the statisticians 
w hen defen ing M acedonia, are the difficulties which the researcher had in the 
field itself. F irst, it was the sum m er-w inter m igration o f the A rom anian stock 
breeders and the risk o f counting the same people tw ice, once in their sum m er

4 PERRY, 1988:12.
5 The territory which bordered the basin of the Bistritsa river and the Aegean Sea to the

south ; Mount Pindus to the south-west ; approximately the existing Mace
donian-Albanian border, Macedonian-Serbian border and Macedonian-Koso- 
var border to the west and north ; Mounts Osogovo, Rila and Rhodope to the 
east and north-east and the river Mesta (Nestos) to the southeast. See: 
КЪНЧОВ, 1996.
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homes and another tim e in their w inter homes. This was w isely used on the part 
o f the Rom anian statisticians. A nother option was not to count them  at all pro
vided the statistics was about the M acedonian V ilayets and was conducted dur
ing the w in ter season when m ost o f these stock breeders spent their w inters in 
their Thessalian plains.6 Some Arom anian nomads, such as the Farsherots, were 
constantly on the move in sum m er and w inter, and escaped even the m ost skill
ful statistics. A  sim ilar problem  was the second category o f  A rom anian travel
ers i.e sm all scale traders or craftsmen who w ere prevalent in alm ost all Balkan 
centres. D ue to their jobs, they rem ained at the same place for only several years, 
which was enough not to have them listed neither in their b irthplace nor in the 
place o f their current whereabouts.7

In addition, it is necessary to be acquainted w ith the m ethod used to gen
erate the statistical data. Three statistics m ade according to the origin, language 
and political v iews provided three different results. Those who w ished to over
state the num ber o f the Arom anians in M acedonia used to their advantage the 
Arom anian origin o f that category o f people whose ancestors had long ago been 
H ellen icised or S lavicised ,8 and those who w ished to decrease the num ber o f 
the A rom anians regularly used their ecclesiastical jurisdiction under the Patri
archy, w hereby the Arom anians were considered Greeks.

________ _______The War o f Numbers and its First Victim

6 In addition, the vast unpopulated areas in the mountains surrounding the Aromanian
villages contributed to the possibility of drawing maps on which the Aroma
nians occupied vast areas. All this had the aim to present the number of Aro
manians as higher than the actual one. Most of these mapmakers were Ro
manian. However, there are instances when mapmakers from the other Balkan 
countries gave priority to the bilingualism of the Aromanians by which they 
gave them a small or no space on the maps (WINNIFRITH, 1987: 8).

7 In some instances these traders and craftsmen were recorded as Greek simply because
they declared themselves as such. This was common in places which the Aro
manians had long ago inhabited and only the elderly kept the mother tongue 
(WEIGAND, 1895:280).

8 There also were such authors who although interested to present the Aromanian pop
ulation as larger, honesty admitted that a large number of the population with 
Aromanian origins could no longer be considered Aromanian. Thus, Aro
manian Vasile Diamandi wrote: “...In  the last several centuries, we lost many settle
ments in Macedonia, such as Siatista, Korani, Tiapchishta and the surroundings o f  
Grevena. ЛИ o f  these places had once been Romanian according to the words o f  travellers 
who visited them... ” (DIAMANDI, 1906: 9).
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T he political views should not even be taken into consideration. “ W hile 
f o r a  valuable consideration p eop le  in the m ore civ ilised  countries are ready to vote E ibera l o r  
C onservative, in M acedon ia they change th eir n a tion a lly  f o r  ha rd  cash” - noted W illiam  
M iller in 1897.9 D uring several generations, some families changed two, three or 
even four national ideas, and for certain individuals, nationality presented a pro
fession which enabled them  a comfortable lifestyle and substantial material gain. 
D espite opportunism , fear o f being deported was often the reason why the Aro- 
manians declared them selves as Greeks, Bulgarians or other nationalities.10 The 
feature w h ich  d istinguishes the A rom anians from the neighbouring ethnic 
groups is neither their religion, nor their political orientation, but their language. 
On account o f that, we give priority to the language principle. However, due to 
the m ultilingualism  o f the m ajority o f the Arom anians, there is risk o f some o f 
them being inappropriately considered som ething they actually were not.11

T he origin o f  the statistics is no less important. D epending on the goals 
o f the statistician and w hat he wanted to indicate, a great part o f those statistics 
were politically conditioned and biased in certain areas. W hat prim arily needs to 
be taken into account is the Rom anian statistics whose aim  was to increase the 
num ber o f “the Rom anian population in M acedonia” and the G reek statistics 
which go to the other extrem e and drastically decrease the num ber o f A rom a
nians, represen ting  them  as Greeks. On the other hand, in the theocratic O t
tom an E m pire ethnic identity was suppressed at the expense o f religious iden
tity. Furtherm ore, the O ttom an authorities listed only the m ale population, not 
according to nationality but according to their religion. Such Turkish statistics, 
based on unreliable data from the O ttom an N iifu sD efteri (one kind o f register), 
presented in the official sälnäme (official yearbooks o f the Ottoman governm ent, 
the provincial authorities and some civilian and m ilitary institutions), cannot be 
seriously accepted w hile counting the Arom anian population.12 They registered

9 MILLER, 1897: 57.
10 BRAGA, 2004:9.
11 In this context, Dušan Popović made an interesting conclusion: „He (the Aromanian,

N.M) is Illyrian or Thracian, quite rarely Slavic by origin, with regard to language is Roman, 
concerning religion is Orthodox and with respect to culture, at least in the towns, is Greek. 
The rest, such as his name, last name, nationally andposition in the country is utterly vague. 
Everything can change. The main feature o f  the Tsintsar (Aromanian, N.M) is vague- 
/гш-"(ПОПОВИЋ, 1937:27).

12 MICHÄILEANU, 1888:29.
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the M uslim s because o f m ilitary service and the others because o f tax. In order 
to avoid tax, it was often the practice to reduce the num ber o f children. It oc
curred m ainly in such areas w hich were rem ote, as m ost o f the A rom anian v il
lages, in  fact, were, and in some instances Christians even bribed the officials to 
intentionally note a sm aller population num ber.13 14

As regards the num erous w estern European travelogue writers, scien
tists, diplom ats and statisticians, political conditioning o f their statistics cannot 
be ruled out completely. The G reat Powers had their political interests in M ace
donia and depending on those interests it was desirable that the num ber o f Aro- 
m anians be presented  as b igger or sm aller than the actual one. M any tim es, 
ow ing to the unfam iliarity w ith the situation in the field, foreign diplom ats sim 
p ly transferred  the data served by their inform ers, w ho m ost often w ere A ro- 
m anians or G reeks hired at the consulates and whose interest was that the num 
ber o f Arom anians be increased or decreased. The difficulty in obtain ing cred
ible statistical data was often as a result o f the geographical position o f the A ro
m anian v illages w hich the European visitors, out o f fear or ignorance, did not 
even visit. This, along w ith the m ultilingualism  o f the Arom anians, led to m any 
European travelogue writers not even m entioning the Arom anians in M acedo
nia in their travel notes, but, precisely due to the m ultilingualism , m any o f them 
casted doubts on the Greek or Slavic origin o f some o f the inhabitants o f M ace
donia, thus started seeing Arom anians in them. This was beautifully depicted by 
British d ip lom at Sir Charles Eliot:

“ They rem ind  one o f  those ingen iou sp ictu res in which an an im al o r a  hum an fa ce is 
concea led so as n o t to be obvious on f i r s t  inspection, though when once seen i t  appears to be the 
p r in cip a lfea tu re o f  the drawing. In  the sam e way, one may live and  tra ve l in the Balkan lands 
withou t seein g o r  hearin g anyth ing o f  the Vlacks, un til on e’s  eyes are opened. Then one runs 
the risk o f  g o in g  to the opposite extreme, and  thinking, like Roumanian pa triots, tha t m ost 
o f  the inhabitants o f  M acedon ia are V lachs in disguise. ”u

Localisation
T he m ajority o f  M acedonian Arom anians settled in M acedonia during 

the O ttom an rule. T he old medieval V lachs had been Slavicised or H ellenicised

_______________The War o f Numbers and its First Victim

13 WEIGAND, 1895:279.
14 ODYSSEUS, 1900:409-410.
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to a great extent.15 T he m ain m igrations from Epirus, Southwestern M acedonia 
and A lbania toward various parts o f M acedonia occurred in the second h a lf o f 
the 18th century and the beginning o f the 19th century, after the developed Aro- 
m anian settlem ents o f  M oscopole, N icea, N iculitsa, G ram ostea, L inotopea, 
Shipska etc., had been destroyed.16 The wealthier class o f this population moved 
to the larger centres o f the H absburg M onarchy and the rest populated M ace
donia.17 A fter inhab iting M acedonia, part o f them settled in the towns and an
other part populated the high mountainous areas.18 D ue to various reasons,19 the 
A rom anians did not rem ain  static, but w ere constantly on the move. In this 
process, new  settlem ents and villages were form ed as w ell as new  A rom anian  
colonies in towns where there had not been any Arom anians previously. On the 
other hand, there was a decrease in the population o f the Arom anians in their 
in itial settlem ents in M acedonia or their abandonm ent altogether.20 These cir

15 КЪНЧОВ, 1996:100-101. According to Kanchov, the Meglen Vlachs and the Aro
manian stock breeders from Eastern Macedonia were preserved from the me
dieval Macedonian Vlachs. In addition to them, there were the recently Hel- 
lenicised Aromanians from the former Episcopal seat Sisanion. This was ac
cepted by Aromanian writer and politician Nicolae Batzaria, according to 
whom Gopesh and Malovishte were Aromanian settlements from before Turk
ish rule while in the other places in Macedonia, the Aromanians came from 
Epirus, South Albania and Greece (N.B , 1901: 65).

16 KOUKOUDIS, 2000:340-357,402-408.
17 КЪНЧОВ, 1996:101.
18 There is an Aromanian saying “Mountains are our home. When God distributed riches, the

Greeks g o t the sea, the Albanians g o t the coast, the Bulgarians g o t thefields and the A ro
manians g o t  the mountains” (БАРБОЛОВ, 2000:7).

19 Among these reasons, we will mention: the relative overpopulation of some of these
places, the stockbreeding migrations, banditry, vigorous political events at the 
end of the 1870s, the marking of the new borders which made the traditional 
migration of Aromanian stock breeders from their summer dwellings in Mace
donia to their winter Thessalian settlements difficult, the building of railroads 
etc.

20 There are many examples of this but we will provide only a few which are more spe
cific:

- In northernmost areas of Macedonia, the Aromanians did not settle at all until 1874, 
after the construction of the railroad line Skopje-Vranje. The Aromanian 
traders from Krushevo, Bitola, Prilep, Seres, Kavala and Salonica settled in 
Skopje after 1874 and by the Balkan Wars almost all of the economy in the town
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cum stances w ere the reason why a certain num ber o f A rom anian v illages had 
not been listed in the early statistics at all, and in some towns the A rom anians

_______________The War o f Numbers and its First Victim

was in the hands of the 150 families from Krushevo, among which most promi
nent were Dicea, Papatheodosi, Crangu, Sapungi, Shcodreanu, Comati, Lazu, 
Catzavolu and Shcaperda. These Aromanians in Skopje inhabited Vlashko 
Maalo. The setdement of Aromanian tailors, goldsmiths, bankers and hotel 
owners from Krushevo, Nevesca, Veles and Malovishte in Kumanovo oc
curred at the same dme as the settlement of the Aromanians in Skopje 
(HÂCIU, 2003:210-212;ТРПКОСКИ-ТРПКУ, 1986: 91).

- The search for new pastures led to the formation of summer hut settlements which
grew constandy and turned into larger villages where the Aromanians remained 
even in the course of the winter season. Such were the cases with Selia din 
Ghios (also known as Kato Vermio, Cälivili Badralexi, Noua Bela, Dolno Shel 
and Selia Mare) on Mount Vermio which was formed in 1822 by several fami
lies from Avdella and Perivoli, and subsequendy grew to become a village with 
3000 inhabitants (IOTA, 2002:18; TANAÇOCA, 1992: 216-217), the village 
Xirolivadi, abandoned by the native Greek population and reinhabited by Aro
manians (HACIU, 2003: 100), the village Papadia in Mariovo (kaza Lerin) 
formed toward the end of the 19th century by about 50 Farsherot families 
(CORDESCU, 1906:135), as well as the villages Candrova, Paticina, Gramati- 
cova and Fedtsa in the Voden and Kajlari region, formed by Aromanian lead
ers Mita Zdru, Hristu Papanicola, Gushu Celea and Tea Cusha (HACIU, 2003: 
221-222).

- Banditry and rebellion resulted in the wealthier famihes moving away from some Aro
manian small towns and villages. The town of Vlaho-Clisura had about 1000 
houses in 1878. But, after the attack of the rebels who were active in western 
Macedonia during that period, the wealthiest inhabitants were taken hostage 
and following their release, most of them left the town for good (GHICA, 
1904:117). When H.N. Brailsford visited Vlaho-Clisura after the Finden Up
rising he was witness to a decayed town, half of whose houses were vacant. In 
its glory days however, it was the home of families with pianos and German 
governesses (BRAILSFORD, 1906:177).

- The village of Trstenik near Krushevo had counted 2000 inhabitnts in its good days
but at the beginning of the 20th century was abandoned altogether (HACIU, 
2003:182, footnote 8).

- In 1880 Samarina, situated on Mount Pindus, was a large summer village with 15000
inhabitants who spent the winter months in the warmer Thessalian plains. With 
the demarcation of the new border between Turkey and Greece in 1881, cross
ing the border twice a year was not worthwhile, thus a large number of Sama-
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were not recorded as they had not lived there at the time the statistical data had 
been prepared.

In the period covered in this paper, the A rom anians lived alm ost in all 
parts o f M acedonia. N evertheless, they were m ost num erous in the B itola and 
Salonica V ilayets, whereas in the M acedonian part o f the Kosovo V ilayet, they 
m ostly inhabited the larger towns working as traders and craftsm en.* 21 A ccord
ing to the population number, the Bitola Vilayet had the biggest Aromanian pop
ulation.22 T hey were m ost com pact in the G revena kaza, m ore precisely in the 
P indus v illages o f A vdella,23 Perivoli,24 Sam arina,25 Sm ix i,26 Turia ([Kranea),27 
Baltino (Kallithea)28 w ith  its satellite settlements o f Bozovo (Prionia) and Yeory- 
itsa, Labanitsa {Mikrolivado)29 and the town of Grevena. Avdella, Samarina, Smixi 
and Perivoli w ere transhum ant settlem ents. T heir inhab itants w ere predom i
nantly stock breeders w ho went to lower areas in M acedonia and T hessaly dur
ing the winters. Turia and Baltino were inhabited all year long. Grevena had solely

rina inhabitants stopped returning to the village and stayed in Greece for good. 
This led to the number of villagers decrease twofold and even threefold 
(HÂCIU, 2003:89-90; CORDESCU, 1906:148). Prior to 1881, the Pindus vil
lage of Perivoli had 800 houses, but when Thessaly was annexed to Greece 3A 
of the Perivoli population stayed in their winter homes and never returned to 
their home village on Mount Pindus (HÂCIU, 2003: 98).

21 Ever since 1867, when the Salonica Vilayet was formed, and until 1903, plenty of re
organisation occurred within these vilayets. In this paper, we use the adminis
trative division from the end of the 19th century. See: ЃОРЃИЕВ, 2003: 51-54; 
ДИМЕСКИ, 1982: 65-70.

22 According to Kanchov’s statistics, in this vilayet, Aromanians were most numerous
in kaza Grevena, comprising 32% of the total population, followed by the 
Bitola kaza with 15%, the Kostur and Lerin kazas each with 6%, the Kajlari kaza 
with 4%, kaza Ohrid with 3%, etc. (КЪНЧОВ, 1996:293).

23 ΜΠΙΡΚΑΣ, 1978; KOUKOUDIS, 2000:229-231.
24 SCRIMA, 1975; ΣΑΡΑΝΤΗΣ, 1977; VOLOAGÄ, 1907: 85-89; KOUKOUDIS,

2000:228-229.
25 DIAMANDI-SAMARINA, 1902:120-123,125-126,128-135; ZUCA, 1936:15-22;

KOUKOUDIS, 2000:226-228.
26 ΝΑΣΙΚΑΣ, 1971.
27 §ADIMA, 1903:52-61; CICMA, 1907:21-23.
28ΧΑΝΙΩΤΗΣ, 1978.
29 For the various theories related to the origins of the villagers from Labanitsa, see: 

KOUKOUDIS, 2000:196,209.
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20 A rom anian houses in summer, but in w inter that num ber increased to 200. 
Consequently, the Greeks were the m ajority in town in sum m er whereas in w in 
ter, the m ajority was Arom anian.30

In kaza K ajlari, on the slopes o f M ount Siniak (A sk io), the Arom anians 
were the majority in B latsa ( Vlasti)31 32 and Sisanion. In this kaza the Farsherot A ro
manians settled in a hut setdement near Upper Gramaticova (A m  G rammatiko)?1

A rom anian  villages Fetitsa (T o lia N  era), Candrova (A gios D im itrios) and 
Paticina ÇVatima) were situated on the southern slopes o f M ount N idze (Vorras) 
and on the northern  slopes o f K arakam en (Vermio), in Voden kaza.33

In the A naselitsa kaza, there w ere A rom anians in the sm all town o f 
Siatista34 and in the Arom anian village o f Pipilishta (Namata) on m ount Siniak.35 
A rom anians also lived in the v illages o f Tsotili and Seltze (E ratyra)36 together 
w ith the Greeks.

There also was a large Arom anian colony in the town o f Kozani, in kaza 
Kozani, which had been H ellenicised for the m ost part. W hile v isiting the town 
o f Kozani in 1880, British diplom at and historian Sir Ignatius Valentine Chirol, 
noted that “In the 900 houses o f  this city there are scarcely tw enty where a round  the fam ily  

f ir e s id e  any o th er language is spoken than the o ld  E atin-sounding Wallach. (Still) th ep ro s-
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30 WEIGAND, 1895:130.
31 Blatsa was inhabited by Aromanians from Moscopole and Pindus, as well as by Aro

manians from the former Episcopal seat Sisanion (ПОПОВИЂ, 1937: 42). 
Hellenicised Aromanians from Sisanion transferred the Hellenic influence to 
Blatsa, which led to the Hellénisation of more than half the Blatsa population 
in 1875 (PICOT, 1875: 37). Similar to nearby Siatista, where in 1889-1890 
Weigand noted that children did not speak Aromanian (WEIGAND, 1895: 
129), Blatsa probably encountered the same when the Aromanian population 
ceased using the Aromanian language. In 1900, Kanchov recorded 2500 in
habitants in Blatsa, of which he considered 1300 to have been Aromanian and 
1200 Greek (КЪНЧОВ, 1996: 269). For more details see: ΤΣΙΡΟΣ, 1964.

32 Regarding Upper Gramaticova see: ΚΟΥΚΟΥΔΗΣ - 4-, 2001:347-362.
33 Idem: 363-369.
34 According to Spiridon Gopcevic, in 1888 Siatista had 10,000 inhabitants. Around

7,500 of them spoke Greek, while the other 2,500 were speaking Aromanian. 
However, Gopcevic notes that majority of the Greek speaking population in 
Siatista was composed of hellenicised Aromanians (ГОПЧЕВИЋ, 1890:146).

35 KOUKOUDIS, 2000:181.
36 Idem: 346.
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p erou s townsfolk  w ou ld  be deeply hu rt i f  any doubt w ere h in ted  as to the genu inen ess o f  their 
H ellen ism ” ,37 T he A rom anian  prim acy in K ozani was also noted by Spiridon 
G opcevic, who counted 4,000 inhabitants in 1888. A round 3,000 o f them  were 
Arom anian, 100 were Serbian, while the others were o f G reek origin .38

T he A rom anians w ere scattered everyw here in kaza K ostur (Kastoria). 
This kaza bordered the old Arom anian settlem ents on M ount Gramos. A ctu
ally, some o f the form er Arom anian villages on Gramos, such as L inotopea and 
G ram ostea, geograph ically  belonged to M acedonia. T he A rom anian  popula
tion in kaza K ostur was m ost num erous in the A rom anian  town o f V laho- 
K lisura ([Kleisoura).39 G reat num ber o f the Christian population in the town o f 
K ostur was o f  A rom anian  origin. W hen V ictor Bérard v isited  K ostur toward 
the end o f  the 19th century, A rom anian was spoken or at least understood in 
every Christian house, which, beyond doubt, indicates the strong A rom anian  
presence in this town.40 In the m id-nineteenth century, one o f the G reek prop
aganda leaders in Kostur, the teacher Anastassios Piheon, reports that the town’s 
Greek upper class was m ainly m ade up o f A rom anian fam ilies who had even
tually settled in K ostur after leaving M oscopole, N iculitsa, V ithkuq, and else
where.41 T he A rom anians lived in H rupishta (A rgos Orestiko) and the v illage o f 
Gramostea, and in the M acedonian setdements there almost was no village w ith
out at least 4-5 A rom anian  fam ilies.42 In 1905 the secretary o f the B ulgarian  
Exarchate, D im itar M ishev (alias D. M. Brancoff), recorded the presence o f 
small groups o f Arom anian families among the inhabitants o f villages near Kos
tur, such as Zagorichani ( Vassiliada), Zhelegozhe (Vendavryssos), G orentsi (Koris- 
sos) and D obro lish ta (Kalohori).43 A fter the collapse o f L inotopea, som e poor 
L inotopean fam ilies settled in nearby N estram  (N estorio), where they w ere as
sim ilated by the m ore num erous M acedonian villagers. The Arom anians from 
the other M acedonian villages in kaza K ostur faced a sim ilar destiny. The Aro-

37 CHIROL, 1881: 59.
38 ГОПЧЕВИЋ, 1890:146
39 В ΑΚΟΥ Φ ΑΡΗΣ, 2005; ΠΑΠΑΜΙΧΑΗΛ, 1972; RUVA, 1936: 15-21; GHICA,

1904:116-118.
40 BÉRARD, 1897:318.
41 KOUKOUDIS, 2000:343.
42 BRAILSFORD, 1906:176; Although almost all contemporaries confirm the Aro

manian presence in Macedonian villages in Kostur region, Kanchov did not 
register any Aromanians in them.

43 BRANCOFF, 1905:182.
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m anian language was soon forgotten, but the M acedonians in K ostur area con
tinued to refer to their fellow  v illagers w ho traced their origins to G ram os as 
Vlachs.44 45

In kaza Lerin  w ere the Arom anian town o f N evesca (N ym faiô) 45 and the 
A rom anian v illages P isoderi and Bazdravitsa.46 H ut settlem ents called Cälivili 
Papadia (K alivia  Papadias), Cäliv ili M urihova and C icura w ere form ed on the 
slopes o f M ount N idze in the north-eastern parts o f the kaza.47 M ixed w ith the 
orthodox A lbanians, the Arom anians also inhabited the villages N egovan {Flam- 
bouro),48 Beikam en (D rosopigi)49 and Lehovo.50 51 52 The small A rom anian colonies in 
Lerin {Fiorina)^ and in the villages Prekopana (Penkopi) and Breznitsa ( V atohorif2 
w ere nearly Slavicised.53

_______________The War o f Numbers and its First Victim

44 KOUKOUDIS, 2000:383.
45 ΛΟΥΣΤΑΣ, 1994; NERO, Ordselul, 1904:22-25; UN NIVIÇTEAN, 1899: 6-7.
46 ΤΣΑΜΗ, 1992; NERO, 1906: 319-321; NERO.A romanii, 1904:173-175; GRIVA,

1901:110.
47 ΚΟΥΚΟΥΔΗΣ - 4-, 2001:321 -334; NERO, Aromânii, 1904:173-175; GRIVA, 1901 :

HO.
48 According to Koukoudis, who cites an anonimous author, the village of Negovan

was established in 1861 by a larger number of Albanians, and a smaller num
ber of Farsherot Aromanians from the region of Konitsa. Later, a new wave 
of Albanians and Aromanians from Dangelli and Kolonje sought refuge in Ne
govan (KOUKOUDIS, 2000: 300); See also: АО ИНИ, Податоцщ ΒΟΓΑΣ, 
1993.

49 Again according to Koukoudis, Beikamen was also inhabited by ortodox Albanians
and Aromanians from Konitsa, Dangelli, Kolonje and Gramos, and it was es
tablished in 1841 (KOUKOUDIS, 2000:300).

50 Most authors are unanimous as regards Negovan, Beikamen and Lehovo being pre-
dominandy Albanian. However, there are such authors according to whom 
Aromanians constituted 3Л of the population of these villages (See: HACIU, 
2003:174; NERRO, 1903: 94). For the Farsherot Aromanians in Lehovo, see: 
ΟΙΚΟΝΟΜΟΥ, 1976: 7-11.

51 The first small Aromanian community in Lerin was established at the end of the 19
century by merchants and craftsmen from the surrounding villages, most no
tably Pisoderi (KOUKOUDIS, 2000:463).

52 BRANCOFF, 1905:177,182.
53 КЪНЧОВ, 1996:103; That the Aromanians in Lerin, originally from Pisoderi and

Bitola were Slavicised was confirmed by Aromanian Theodor Nero; See: 
NERO,А готапщ  1904:174.
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In the northern and central parts o f the Bitola V ilayet, the Arom anians 
were m ost num erous in kaza Bitola. Here, apart from the “N ew  M oscopole” — 
B ito la ,54 w hich had the largest urban A rom anian  population in the Balkans 
throughout the 19 century,^5 was B ito la’s rival for the role o f the “N ew  M osco
po le”56 -  K rushevo ,57 as well as the A rom anians v illages o f  M alov ish te,58

d4 The first Aromanian settlers in Bitola arrived in the second half of the 18 century, 
after the collapse of Moscopole. The original Aromanian nucleus in the town 
had consisted of Moscopolitans, followed by unspecified numbers of refugees
from Nikulitsa, Linotopea, Gramostea, Fusha, Veternik, Nicea, Grabova etc.
(KOUKOUDIS, 2000:353).

э5 The data as regards the number and majority of the Aromanian population in Bitola 
is contradictory and changes depending on the time when they were written 
and the provenience of the author. In the respective period, there were around 
40-50000 inhabitants in the town of which nearly half were Muslim or Jewish. 
Romanian lyceum in Bitola Director, Vasilie Glodariu, noted that in 1880 Bitola 
had 30000 inhabitants of which 10000 were “Bulgarian” and another 10000 
“Romanian”, about 7000 were Turkish and Albanian and about 3000 Jewish 
(BANCIU, 1932: 408). According to Bulgarian Exarch Joseph 1 ,18000 Aro
manians and “Aromanised Bulgarians” lived in Bitola in 1882 (ГЕОРГИЕВ- 
ТРИФОНОВ, 1994: 40). Lazarite mission in Bitola leader, Jean-Claude 
Faveyrial, maintained that at the beginning of the last decade of the 19th cen
tury, there were 15500 Aromanians in Bitola (NENITESCU, 1895: 262). Ac
cording to Cordescu, 15000 Aromanians lived in Bitola (CORDESCU, 1906: 
46). Weigand’s number is 13000 Aromanians (WEIGAND, 1895:4). At the end 
of the 19 century, according to a report by the Greek consular authorities in 
Bitola, there were about 13000 Aromanians, 8-9000 Bulgarians, 4000Jews and 
cca 25000 Muslims living in Bitola (KOUKOUDIS, 2000: 353). In 1901, Ital
ian consul in Bitola, Bernardi stated that “Undoubtedly, Kout^o-Vlach population in 
Bitola is most significant in this town in terms o f  number o f  inhabitants, social status and 
importance in trade” (GALLON, 2004: 373). loan Puppa calculated that in 1903, 
the town of Bitola had about 36000 inhabitants, of which 15500 were Aro
manian (PUPPA, 1903: 34). In line with the census conducted by Serbian au
thorities in March 1913, in Bitola there were 50000 inhabitants, of which 26000 
were Muslim and Jewish, 10000 were Bulgarian, 12000 were Vlach, and the re
maining 2000 were Serbian and Koutzo-Vlach (sic!) (Српски извори, 1979:223). 
According to Kanchov, the Aromanians were the second most numerous 
Christian population in Bitola with 7000 inhabitants following the 10000 Bul
garians (КЪНЧОВ, 1996:236).

56 Krushevo may have lost the battle with Bitola for the role of the “New Moscopole”,
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G opesh ,59 N izhepo le, Trnovo and M agarevo.60 Follow ing M acedonians, the 
Arom anians were the second m ost numerous population in the town o f Resen61

but it gradually developed from small village into one of the wealthiest settle
ments in Macedonia. The first group of Aromanians to settle in Krushevo per
manently apparently came from Nikulitsa (ΜΠΑΛΑΑΣ, 1962:18-19). It was 
they who turned Krushevo into a town of enterprising merchants and crafts
men. The settlers from Nikulitsa were joined by people from Linotopea and 
Gramostea. The latter arrived in at least two waves, and some of them contin
ued their transhumant way of life for quite some time before settling there per
manently, occupying the higher parts of the settlement at first. The waves of 
refugees included groups of families from Moscopole, Nicea and Denisku. In 
many cases the refugees arrived in organised groups of families with a leader, 
usually a priest (KOUKOUDIS, 2000:354-355).

37 According to Krushevo teacher Ivan Shumkov, in 1862, the Aromanians contributed 
most to the entire economic and social life in the town. The presence of Mace
donian population was almost not felt, thus the impression was that the entire 
population was Aromanian. Greek was used in schools and at church, butin all 
other public life domains Aromanian was predominant. According to the same 
author, in 1870, in Krushevo lived 2500 families, of which 1900 were Aro
manian, Albanian and few Aromanised Macedonians (Mcmopuja на Крушево, 
1978: 57,77-78). Apostol Märgärit emphasized in 1874 that 2/3 of the inhab
itants of Krushevo were Aromanian wheres the rest were Bulgarian or Alban
ian (MÄRGÄRIT, 1874: 357). In 1885, Alexandru Pencovici calculated 12000 
Aromanians and 4000 Bulgarians in Krushevo (PENCOVICI, 1885:10-11). 
According to Serbian sources, in 1888 Krushevo had 10000 inhabitants, of 
which 7000 were Aromanian, while the rest were Serbian (ГОПЧЕВИЂ, 1890: 
106; ТРИФУНОСКИ, 1955-1957: 194). Two years later, Theodor Burada 
claimed that of the 2300 families in Krushevo, around 2000 were Aromanian 
while the remaining 300 were Albanian and Bulgarian (BURADA, 1890:179). 
For the same period, 1889-1890, the German Gustav Weigand who spent a 
week in Krushevo and had a better view on the. factual situation in the town, 
claims that Krushevo had 11800 inhabitants, 7000 of which were Aromanian 
(WEIGAND, 1895: 287). According to Nenitescu, of the 15800 inhabitants 
of Krushevo, as many as 14500 were Aromanians (NENITESCU, 1895:95). 
In 1900, Aromanian Steriu Ciona-Cionescu who was a teacher in Krushevo 
with years od experience, calculated 11000 inhabitants in the mountainous 
town, of which about 7000 were Aromanian (CIONESCU, 1900: 92). Nicolae 
Batzaria also wrote about the dominance of the Aromanian population in Kru
shevo (BATARIA, 1904:147-150). Toward the end of the 19th century and the
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and the nearby v illage o f Iankovets.* 58 59 60 61 62 The summer settlem ent o f Cälivili Istoc, 
founded by nom ad A rom anians from Perivoli, was situated on the Petrina 
m ountain between Resen and O hrid.63

In kaza Ohrid, there were Aromanians in the towns o f Ohrid and Struga, 
and in the v illages D olna B elitsa {Beala d i Ghios) and G orna B elitsa {Beala di 
Supra). T he Arom anians in O hrid came from Epirus and the Arom anian settle
ments in southern A lban ia and Frasheri. It is here that they form ed U pper and 
Lower V illage which m erged w ith  the town o f Ohrid when it expanded in the 
m iddle o f the 19th cen tu ry They becam e Ohrid neighbourhoods by the names 
o f G orno V lashko M aalo and D olno V lashko Maalo. A round 1800, approxi
m ately 400 Arom anian  fam ilies lived in Ohrid. N evertheless, at the beginning 
o f the 20th century, the A rom anian population in the town was so dim inished 
that D olno V lashko M aalo was alm ost cleared o f A rom anians.64 T he exoduses 
from N icea and Langa led to the establishm ent o f two new  A rom anian villages 
on jab lan ica . F irst G orna Belitsa was established, high on the slopes o f Jab lan-

beginning of the 20th century part of the Aromanian population emigrated 
from Krushevo while Macedonian families from the surrounding villages set
tled in the town. This made the number of Aromanian and Macedonian pop
ulation almost equal.

58 POPNICOLA, 2008; BELIMACE, 1900:149-152.
59ТРИФУНОСКИ, 1957:259-271; ZUCA, 1905:196-200.
60 POPNICOLA, 2009; ΑΓΓΕΛΟΥ, 1954; NICOLESCU, 1904:183-186.
61 КЪНЧОВ, 1996: 240. Several Vlach families from the Islamicised Megleno-Vlach

village of Nonte settled in Resen. During the Islamicisation of the village, part 
of the villagers who refused to be Islamicised fled to the nearby Megleno-Vlach 
villages, and others fled to Resen. Among the more prominent Resen families 
with origins from Nonte were Ljapchev and Dorev families (МЛАДЕНОВЪ, 
1936:12).

62 According to one of the versions for the establishing of Iankovets, the village was es
tablished in 1730, when a small group of refugees from Nikulitsa settled there. 
The first settler was apparently one Ianko Ikonomou from Nikulitsa and he 
probably gave the village its name. The small Aromanian settlement which later 
developed at Iankovets drew Aromanian merchants and craftsmen from vari
ous places (ZOGRAFU-MIHCI, 1904:222).

63 WACE-THOMPSON, 1914:176;BATARIA, 1907:214.
64 ТРАЈАНОВСКИ, 1999: 27-29; ШАПКАРЕВЪ, 1901: 37; HÂCIU, 2003: 107;

KOUKOUDIS, 2000:350-351.
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ica, and shortly afterwards D olna Belitsa, down in the foothills.65 T he Arom a- 
nians in S truga w ere principally traders and craftsm en from G orna Belitsa and 
D olna Belitsa w ho stayed in town from Sunday to Friday but spent Saturdays in 
their villages.66 Som e smaller Arom anian groups settled in the D rim kol area near 
Struga, in the v illages o f D renok and M odrich , w hile som e Farsherot groups 
from G orna and D olna Belitsa later settled in the villages o f Vevchani, V ishni, 
Podgortsi and Labunishta.67

In the Prilep kaza, there were Arom anians in the town o f Prilep and the 
M ariovo villages Gradeshnitsa, Beshishta and Budim ertsi.68Arom anian traders, 
o f w hich m ost w ith  origin from Krushevo, inhabited the town o f K ichevo as 
w ell.69

In the Salon ica V ilayet, the A rom anians, or m ore precisely the M eglen 
Vlachs, were m ošt numerous in the Gevgeli kaza, in the area V lacho-M eglen and 
its v illages N onte (.'Noria), B irislav  ([Penkleia]), Luguntsi (T angad ia ), O shin 
(A rhangelos), L ium nitsa (,Skra), Tsrna Reka ('Кагрг), H um a, Сира, K onsko and 
Serm enin.70 N onte was completely Islam icised whereas Konsko, Tsrna Reka and 
Serm enin were in the process o f Slavicisation.71 In the region o f M eglen was the 
large A rom anian  v illage  o f L ivadi (M egala T ivad ia ) , founded by A rom anians 
from Gram ostea who spent their summers in Livadi and their winters in Salonica 
surroundings and Kassandra. By 1899 the v illage had been ownership o f Turk
ish bays from  Yenice-Vardar (Giannitsa). A fterw ards it was repurchased by the 
A rom anians from  L ivad i.72 T here was also a sm all A rom anian  co lony in 
G evgelija com prised  o f A rom anians from  K rushevo, P rilep  and V lacho- 
M eglen.73

In the neighbouring Yenice-Vardar kaza, several Arom anian families set
tled in the town o f  Yenice-Vardar. The M eglen village o f Barovitsa (K astanen ),

_______________The War o f Numbers and its First Victim

65 ΤΟΠΑΛΗΣ, 1972:25,27-30; See also: CIOLACHE, 1908:25-28; PAPAZISI, 1906:
265-267.

66 HÂCIU, 2003:113, footnote 7.
67 ТРАЈАНОВСКИ, 1979:13-30.
68 КЪНЧОВ, 1996:244,247.
69 САЈКОСКИ, 2005: 84-85.
70 WEIGAND, 1892: 26-27; PAPAHAGI, 1902:17-24,44; CAPIDAN, 1925:19-30;

ΚΟΥΚΟ ΥΔΗΣ -3-, 2001:211-310.
71 KOMAH,2008: 5;МЛАДЕНОВЪ, 1936:12; WEIGAND, 1892:14-15,26-27.
72 ΚΟΥΚΟΥΔΗΣ -3-, 2001:311-342; CANACHEU, 1906:179.
73 HÂCIU, 2003:241.
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whose inhabitants were Slavicised to a great extent, belongs to this kaza. In 1909, 
when T heodor Capidan visited the village, only the adults spoke the M egleno- 
V lach language.74

In the Salon ica kaza, there w ere m any A rom anian  stock breeders, but 
their w inter dwellings w ere im perm anent and they were therefore registered in 
their sum m er lodgings. In this kaza there was a large group o f A rom anians only 
in the town o f Salonica.75

A rom anians were numerous in the kaza o f Ber as well w here they were 
the m ost num erous ethnic group follow ing the Greeks. T hey had an absolute 
majority in the m ountainous regions west o f the town o f Ber, on m ount Karaka- 
men, w here the villages o f Selia di Ghios and Selia di Sus (Karo Vermio and A no  
Vermio),76 M arusha (M arousia ), Tserkoviani (M ik ra Santa) ̂ Volada ( Vromopigado), 
D oliani (K oum aria), X irolivadi and Castania w ere situated.77 Large A rom anian

74 CAPIDAN, 1942:17.
75 Greek sources claim that toward the end of the 19th century half the Greek popula

tion of Salonica comprised of Aromanians (ΚΟΥΚΟΥΔΗΣ -1-, 2000: 87-90, 
118-120). According to Weigand, the Greek element in Salonica was composed 
of Hellenicised Aromanians and Bulgarians. The majority of them had for
gotten their mother tongue. Despite that, Aromanian was spoken in the neigh
bourhoods of St. Nicholas, St. Athanasius and St. Theodore (WEIGAND, 
1895: 222). According to Delacamara, about 10000 Aromanians lived in Sa
lonica (DELACAMARA, 1904: 49), and the same figure was given by Corde- 
scu as well. He regrettably concluded that the vast majority of them had already 
been Hellenicised (CORDESCU, 1906: 147). Nenitescu, on the other hand, 
claimed that 12500 Aromanians lived in Salonica. Their children filled the 
streets in the three Aromanian neighbourhoods, sung and told riddles exclu
sively in Aromanian (NENITESCU, 1895: 553, 571). Wace and Thompson 
agreed that a significant number of Salonica Greeks were, in fact, Aromanians 
from Mount Olympus (WACE-THOMPSON, 1914: 210). Apart from the 
Aromanian villages on Mount Olympus, Aromanians came to Salonica from 
Vlaho-Clisura, Nevesca, Krushevo, Ber, Korcha, Nizhepole, Berat and the 
Aromanian settlements in Thessaly (ZUCA, 1903: 257; NENITESCU, 1895: 
572).

76 ΚΟΥΚΟΥΔΗΣ -4-, 2001: 107-118; PAPA IANUÇI, 1903; PETCU, 1936: 28-33;
CIUMETTI, 1901:126-127.

77 The village of Doliani used to be an estate but was redeemed in 1898 by supporters
of the Romanian propaganda from the villages Xirolivadi and Selia di Ghios. 
People of other nationalities, even Aromanian supporters of the Greek cause,
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colonies could be found in the towns o f Ber (V ena) and N egush (N aousa).78

In the kaza o f Katerini, the Aromanians were fairly numerous during the 
w inter season w hen the Arom anians from Olympus, Mariovo, Selia di Sus, Ber, 
Voden, F lam burari and the G revena area moved down toward K aterin i and the 
coast.79 By the end o f the 19th century some Arom anians from Sam arina estab
lished the hut settlem ents o f Kolindros and K alyvia tou Z issi.80

In the S trum ica kaza, the A rom anians and their herds w ent up the 
O grazhden m ountain but in w inter they went down to the fields o f Salonica and 
in the v icin ity o f  Langadas, east o f  Salonica.81

In the second half o f the 18th century, about 250 Arom anian families in
habited Veles. T he decrease o f the num ber o f Arom anians in the town ensued 
the decline o f trade in Veles in the second half o f  the 19th century. In 1900 Kan- 
chov recorded only 500 Aromanians in Veles.82 Some Arom anians settled in Bo- 
gom ila, between Veles and Prilep, near the Babuna pass. In 1879 there were 20 
Arom anian fam ilies in Bogom ila. Until the F irst W orld War, their num ber rose 
to 30 families. M ost o f them  were eventually assim ilated by the M acedonian v il
lagers.83

T he first Arom anians settled in Seres and the whole o f the subsequent 
Seres sanjak in  the first h alf o f the 17th century. T hese settlers may have acted as 
a kind o f advance guard for the Arom anian settlem ents that sprang up in E ast
ern M acedonia later on.84

T he m ost significant Arom anian colony w ithin the whole sanjak settled

were not allowed to settle there (PERDICHI, 1936: 25-29; WACE-THOMP- 
SON, 1914:211; DE GAVANA, 1902:147-150; Revista Pindul, 1/2,1898: 8).

78 KOUKOUDIS, 2000:194.
79 According to Vasile Papa Ianu§i, Katerini was a town with 7000 inhabitants, of which

half were Aromanian (PAPA IANU§, 1904:41). According to Weigand, Ka
terini was home to 1500 Aromanians who originated from the Aromanian vil
lages on Mount Olympus (WEIGAND, 1888:13). Nenitescu provided a fig
ure of about 2800 Aromanian inhabitants of Katerini (NENITESCU, 1895: 
557). Also see: ΚΟΥΚΟΥΔΗΣ -3-, 2001:181-196; HÂCIU, 2003:218.

80 KOUKOUDIS, 2000:265.
81 ФИАИПОВИЂ, 1938: 65.
82 КЪНЧОВ, 1996:156; In 1895, Neniçescu stated that 2270 Aromanians lived in Veles

but the figure was exaggerated (NENITESCU, 1895: 49).
83 KOUKOUDIS, 2000:444.
84 Idem: 108.
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in Seres and was gradually H ellenicised,85 and also in D olna D zhum aya {Irakleid) 
w here the A rom anian  language was preserved .86 T he A rom anians in Seres 
m ostly cam e from  M oscopole, A spropotam os, M alakash i, Z agori, K onitsa, 
O lym pus and the Grevena area.87 Those in D olna D zhum aya were m ostly from 
Baiasa ('Vovoussa), but also from M oscopole, M ount O lympus (Vlaho-Livadi and 
K okkinoplo), A spropotam os (G ardiki and A yia Paraskevi), G revena area 
(Avdella) and N evesca.88 In kaza Seres, a group o f G ram oustian Arom anians es
tablished the hut settlem ent Cälivili din cheare (.Rallias).89 T hey were later joined 
by settlers from Avdella.90 The Arom anians in this kaza also settled am ong the 
M acedonian population in the smaller villages o f Karlikyoy ('H ionohon), Riahovo 
(M a m a ra s ) and D utliya ([Elaionas).91 92

In kaza Z ihna, the Arom anians settled am ong the M acedonians, Turks 
and Greeks in A listrati, K arlukovo (M ikropoli), Egri D ere ([Kallithea), M andilevo 
(M andili), Oravishte {Agios H nstoforos) , Rodoliovo (Rodolivos) and Korm ishta (Ko- 
rm it sei)?2

T he A rom anians, w ith  over 1000 inhab itants, w ere also num erous in

85 КАТАРЏИЕВ, 1961:16-17; According to Weigand, in 1890,2000-3000 persons
from Seres inhabitants were with Aromanian origins, among which the wealth
iest families: Tegochik, Duro, Kontos and Karamichu. They came from Pin- 
dus and Olympus (WEIGAND, 1895: 228). According to Picot, Aromanians 
were the majority in Seres (PICOT, 1875: 23). Nenitescu pinpointed a figure 
of over 4000 Aromanians in Seres, who were the wealthiest and most power
ful in the town and pulled all the strings (NENITESCU, 1895:560). loan Piaha 
estimated the number of the Aromanians in Seres at the beginning of the 20th 
century to be 6000 (PIAHA, 1904: 140). According to Adina Berciu 
Dräghicescu, Seres had 40000 inhabitants, of which 5000 were Aromanian split 
into 600 Romanian supporters and 4400 Greek supporters (DRÄGHICESCU, 
1996:135).

86 At the time when Kanchov visited the town, the 1250 Aromanians in Dolna Dzhu
maya were the wealthiest of all inhabitants (КЪНЧОВ, 1970:100; Also see : 
HÂCIU, 2003:226)

87 KOUKOUDIS, 2000:134,177,343.
88 Idem: 177-178.
89 Idem: 404; ΚΑΤΣΑΝΗΣ-ΝΤΙΝΑΣ, 2008: 88.
90 KOUKOUDIS, 2000:194; ΚΑΤΣΑΝΗΣ-ΝΤΙΝΑΣ, 2008: 88.
91 KOUKOUDIS, 2000:178,194; ΚΑΤΣΑΝΗΣ-ΝΤΙΝΑΣ, 2008: 84-85; КЪНЧОВ,

1996:177.
92 HÂCIU, 2003:226; KOUKOUDIS, 2000:129,134,348,440; КЪНЧОВ, 1996:181-182.
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Gorni Poroy (A no Toroid) in kaza Valovishta (D em ir H isar), w here Arom anians 
from Avdella, Sm ixi, Baiasa and N evesca settled.93 T hey were the only inhab i
tants in the v illage o f  Ram na (Omalon) w hich was estab lished by A rom anians 
from N evesca.94 In this kaza, A rom anians from  A spropotam os, M alakashi, 
Zagori, G ram os and Avdella settled in the town o f Valovishta ( Sidirokastro), as 
well as in the v illage o f L iposh (Filyrd) and in some hut setdements.

Several A rom anian families from D olna D zhum aya settled in N evrokop 
in 1844.95 On Pirin, Bozdag, Sengel, A libotush, Sharliya, Stargach and K aradag 
M ountains there w ere nom ad huts by the villages Petrovo, Dzhigurovo, Gorno 
Spanchevo, Bozhdovo, Shatrovo, Lopovo, P irin , G orna Sushitsa, Papas Cair, 
Orehovets {Mannarar), Belotintsi (Leukogeia), Vezmen ('Eksohi), Starchishta (P er- 
itori), Tarlis (Vathy topos), Tsrvishta (Kapnofito), K rushovo (A ch ladochon ) and Sen- 
gelovo (A nk istro), and m ost probably in V lahi as w ell.96 In P irin M acedonia in 
the M elnik, Petrich, G orna Dzhumaya and Razlog kazas, a larger or smaller num 
ber o f A rom anians lived in the towns o f M elnik, Petrich, G orna D zhum aya97 
and M ehom ia, in addition to M ount Rila villages o f Rsovo, B istritsa, Strum ski 
Chiflik (now Strum sko, part o f B lagoevgrad), Arzach, Belitsa, Bachevo, Sofan 
and K ara M andra.98

In easternm ost parts o f M acedonia, in kazas D ram a, Pravishta, K avala

_______________The War o f Numbers and its First Victim

93 ΠΕΝΝΑΣ, 1989:10-19;POPAZISI, 1906:128-129; PIAHA, 1904:140;KOUKOUDIS,
2000:178,194,255,257,343,345,348; ΚΑΤΣΑΝΗΣ-ΝΤΙΝΑΣ, 2008:72-77.

94 NERO, Ordfelul, 1904:24.
95 КЪНЧОВ, 1970:235-236.
96 According to Kanchov, Vlahi was a purely Bulgarian village with 1850 inhabitants

(КЪНЧОВ, 1996:189). Other sources reach the same conclusion as well. The 
British consul in Sofia wrote in 1878 that in Vlahi there were 350 houses with 
1600 inhabitants, all of which were Bulgarian (Британски дипломатически 
документи, 1993:92). However, according to loan Piaha, 120 Aromanian fam
ilies lived in Vlahi in 1904 (PIAHA, 1904: 141-142). But, according to 
Nenitescu, there were “150 Aromanians combined with Bulgarians” in the vil
lage around 1895 (NENITESCU, 1895: 563).

97 The Aromanians in Gorna Dzhumaya setded there after the liberation of Bulgaria in
1878 (КАТАРЏИЕВ, 1961:166). Toward the end of the 19th century, the town 
had 60 permanendy setded Gramostean Aromanian families and 35 families 
of Aromanians from Krushevo. In winter, they were joined by another 40 Aro
manian nomad families (CIARÄ, 1933:33).

98 КЪНЧОВ, 1996:186,189,191-193; ΚΑΤΣΑΝΗΣ-ΝΤΙΝΑΣ, 2008: 85-86.
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and Sari Shaban, Arom anians could be found in the larger towns and villages: 
D ram a ,"  K avala ,99 100 101 P ravishta (E leftheroupolz),m  P rosochen (Vrosotsani),102 
N igrita ,103 D oxato,104 Boren {Agios A thanasios),105 ICrlar (Kyrya) and Sari Shaban 
(Chrysotipoli).106 In m any cases they were the first Christians to settle as merchants 
and craftsm en in villages that had been exclusively Turkish until then.107

In the kazas from  the Salonica V ilayet w here a large presence o f A ro 
m anians had not been noted, they w orked as traders and lived in the b igger 
towns such as Voden, N egotino and Kavadarci. K anchov calculated that 250 
Arom anians lived on M ount A thos.108

In M acedonia, the sm allest num ber o f Arom anians lived in the Kosovo 
V ilayet. H ere, som e o f them , m ostly traders from Krushevo, settled in the b ig
ger towns (Skopje, Kumanovo, Gostivar, Kochani) and others w ith their herds 
occupied the pastures on M ounts Osogovo and Plachkovitsa where they formed 
the sum m er hut settlem ents o f K alin  K am en, K osharitsa, Sam ari, Lopen, 
Ponikva, Chatal, L isets, K itka, Jam ishte , O zhdenitsa, D urachka Reka, Stantsi, 
Chupino, K artal, K olarnitsa, Kukla, K ara Tepe, A sanliya etc.109 These A rom a
nians spent their w inters in the town o f Kochani, Kriva Palanka and in the v il
lages Spanchevo, Sokolartsi, Vrbitsa, Lepopeltsi, U lartsi, Banja, N ivichani, Pan
teley and Bun ish .110 K anchov recorded Arom anian stock breeders in the Polog

99 The Aromanians in Drama came from Aspropotamos, Malakashi, Zagori, Pindus,
Moscopole, Krushevo, Siatista, Blatsa and Nevesca. There they setded in the 
new Christian district of 12 Apostoli, next to the old Christian, Greek speak
ing district of Ayia Sofia (HÂCIU, 2003:262-263; KOUKOUDIS, 2000:186).

100 HÂCIU, 2003:263.
101 KOUKOUDIS, 2000:135,257.
102 ΒΟΥΛΤΣΙΑΔΗΣ, 1995: passim.
103 KOUKOUDIS, 2000:134,178,343,348,387,440.
104 HÂCIU, 2003:263.
105 KOUKOUDIS, 2000:186.
106 HÂCIU, 2003:265-266.
107 As was the case with Sari Shaban, where the Aromanians were the first Christian nu

cleus in the developing commercial and administrative centre of a kaza which 
had only one Christian, Greek speaking village, all the others being Turkish. In 
1884, they built the first church in Sari Shaban (KOUKOUDIS, 2000:186).

108 КЪНЧОВ, 1996:175.
109 Idem: 205,213,215,223-225,227; KOUKOUDIS, 2000:406.
110 In 1901, teacher Demetru Papa-Sterescu noted that exacdy 334 Aromanian-
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Đistnbution o f  Aromanian population in Macedonia in the last decades o f  the Ottoman rule

region in N orth-W estern M acedonia as w ell.111
The list w ould be excessively lengthy i f  w e w ere to denote all the places 

in which there w ere Arom anians. In some villages, such as the M acedonian v il
lages in  K oreshtata region, there w ere 5-10 A rom anian hom es w hich is also the 
case in  m any other villages in  M acedonia. It w ill be satisfactory to conclude that 
the A rom anians lived in  alm ost all parts o f  M acedonia. N onetheless, they did 
not form  a significant m ajority in  any o f them . W here they were m ore num er
ous, they always lived in  im m ediate v icin ity o f other Christian groups in  M ace
donia or together w ith  them.

Gramostean families inhabited the above mentioned setdements. Despite 
those, Papa-Sterescu noted a further 210 Aromanian families in Kriva Palanka 
and Kratovo regions (PAPA-STERESCU, 1901: 55-56).

111 КЪНЧОВ, 1996:213.
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Statistics
T here are p lenty o f statistics about the num ber o f the A rom anians in 

M acedonia, m ainly w ith in the population statistics o f European Turkey. As re
gards m ost o f them , we do not know by what means the author reached the fig
ure presented to us and all we can do is accept it or reject it w ithout being able to 
address it critically. Various num bers are given depending on the period when 
the statistics was m ade, the origin o f its author and its definition o f “M acedo
nia” . However, even in cases when the region is clearly defined, w hen the time 
span is m erely several years and even when the authors are o f the same nation
ality, the figures they present regarding the population num ber o f the A rom a
nians frequently differ considerably. W ithin that context, w e enclose 5 statistics 
about the population num ber o f the Arom anians in the M acedonian part o f the 
Bitola V ilayet, m ade in the period from 1896 to 1902 by Italian consuls in Bitola, 
A rturo Scaniglia and Gaetani D ’A ragona di Castelm ola, by Russian B itola con
sul A lexandr Rostkovskiy, by French vice consul in B itola M ax Choublier and 
by auditor o f Rom anian schools in the region o f B ito la, A rom anian , geogra
pher, lo an  Ciulli.

Macedonian pa rt o f  bitola 'Vilajet

Author OHgin Year Number o f  Aromanians

A. Scaniglia Italian 1896 125,0001,2
A. Rostkovskiy Russian 1897 44,1851,3
I. Ciulli Aromanian 1898 78,8701,4
M. Choublier French 1902 45,000115
G. D’Aragona Italian 1902

Ооо

ШДИМЕСКИ, 1982:247.
113 State Archive of the Republic of Macedonia (ДАРМ), fond: Problema 15 -  §coli §i

biserici, m - 2351 : Doc. 3, Pachet XIX, nepaginat.
114 Idem: Bitolia, 9/21.02.1898, nepaginat (According to Ciulli, 103330 is the total num

ber of Aromanians in the Bitola Vilayet).
115 БИТОСКИ, 1970:113 (According to Choublier, the total number of Aromanian

popultion in the Bitola Vilayet, including territories outside Macedonia, was 
53227. In hne with our calculation, about 45000 of them were in Macedonia).

116 Turcbia., 1902:5 (The total number of Aromanians in the Bitola Vilayet according to
the Italian consul was 142000, of which, consistent with our calculations, 
101700 were in the Macedonian part of the vilayet).
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Evidently, the difference in the figures offered is vast. However, if  we re
view  the statistics in detail in order to see w ho was behind them and w hat their 
goal was, w e w ill com prehend the rationale for the considerab le difference 
am ong the five statistics.

In the period when Scaniglia and D ’A ragona were the Italian consuls in 
B ito la, the royal in terpreter was M ihail P inetta who was the son-in-law  o f in 
spector general o f Romanian schools and churches in Turkey, A posto l M ärgärit 
and lecturer at the Rom anian lyceum  in Bitola. D ue to the frequent absence o f 
the Italian consuls, P inetta carried out the duties o f the consul and only repre
sentative o f Italy in the town on m any occasions.117 W ith in the context o f gen 
eral Italian po licy in the region, it was to Scaniglia and D ’A ragona’s benefit that 
the num ber o f the Arom anians and A lbanians be presented h igher than the ac
tual one. Provided we add the undeniable participation o f P inetta in the m aking 
o f both statistics, we w ill understand the reason for the larger num ber they of
fered. In Rostkovskiy’s statistics, and w ithin the context o f Russian policy in the 
Balkans, a contrary inclination can be noticed i.e. an increase in the num ber o f 
S lavic population  to the disadvantage o f  the other population. R ostkovsk iy’s 
statistics is thorough but as regards the number o f the Arom anians is utterly un
realistic. A ccord ing  to him , the A rom anian  v illage o f N izhepo le had 470 in 
habitants, and the town o f Bitola had 3500 Arom anians. In com parison w ith all 
other statistics, regardless o f their origin, these numbers had been reduced sig
n ificantly and d id  not correspond to reality.118 T he sam e inclination , or igno 
rance, can be noticed in Choublier’s work. G eographer lo an  C iulli’s statistics re
m ained unpub lished  and was prepared  for his personal use. As a scholar, and 
subsequently a school auditor, C iulli v isited the A rom anian settlem ents in the 
B itola V ilayet several times a year and was fam iliar w ith  the situation in the field. 
However, he too expressed doubt about some o f the figures he prepared h im 
self, and for some villages added smaller figures in brackets which m ade the final

_______________The War o f Numbers and its First Victim

117 GALLON, 2004:120.
118 Kanchov provided a figure of 2030 for the inhabitants of Nizhepole, of which 1690

were Aromanians (КЪНЧОВ, 1996: 239). Weigand calculated 2000 Aroma
nians in the village (WEIGAND, 1895: 286). According to Cordescu, Nizhe
pole had 1700 inhabitants, of which 1500 were Aromanians (CORDESCU, 
1906:128). Jovan Trifunoski maintains that in the second half of the 19th cen
tury, Nizhepole was inhabited by 225 households (ТРИФУНОСКИ: 1998, 
68).



178 Nikola M lNOV

figure for the Arom anian population in the M acedonian part o f  the B ito la V i
layet draw  near 65000 inhabitants.

T he b igger the territory to which the statistics refer, the b igger the dif
ferences am ong them. In the enclosed five tables we present the num erical esti
m ates o f Balkan and W estern-E uropean provenience for the num ber o f  the 
Arom anian population in M acedonia. A ll data refers to M acedonia, w ith the ex
ception o f part o f  the G reek statistics which do not include the Kosovo Vilayet.

Western—European statistics - Macedonia

A uthor Country Year Number o f  Aromanians

Lord Fitzmorris Great Britain 1880 50,132119
A. Couvreur Belgium 1890 100,600120
Gustav Weigand Germany 1895 62,405121
Ludovic Drapeyron France 1897 95,000122
Gaston Routier France 1903 183,000123
Vico Mantegazza Italy 1903 300,000124
Gersin Austria-Hungary 1903 80,767125
G. Bourgorel France 1903 96,000126
О es treich Germany 1905 100,080127
Military Study Austria-Hungary 1905 104,850128
L. Fischer France 1905 200,000129
Henry N. Brailsford Great Britain 1906 200,000130
B. Pellegrini Italy 1907 + 300,000131

119 Британски документ, 2003:460.
120 COUVREUR, 1890: 525.
121 WEIGAND, 1895:294.
122 DRAPEYRON, 1897:2.
123VIRGILJ, 1908:223.
124 MANTEGAZZA, 1903:254.
125 ПОПОВ, 2004:25.
126 DIAMANDI, 1906:11.
127VIRGILJ, 1908:221.
128ТОМОСКИ, 1969:162.
129 FISCHER, 1905:36.
130 BRAILSFORD, 1906: 86.
131 PELLEGRINI, 1907:533.
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T he d ifferences becom e even m ore drastic w hen Balkan statistics are 

com pared, especially when G reek statistics are com pared w ith Rom anian ones. 
G reat differences can be seen w ithin the G reek statistics in which in 1856, fu
ture Greek Foreign M inister A lexandras Rizos Rangavis stated that 600000 A ro
m anians lived in European Turkey whereas in 1904, G reek sources estim ated 
that there w ere 9653 Arom anians in M acedonia.132

Greek and Romanian statistics - Macedonia

Author Country Year Number o f  Aromanians

Greek-Maced. Society Greece 1878 70,000133
N. Schinâs Greece 1886 12,500134
C. Nicolaïdès Greece 1899 18,585135
Tache Ionescu Romania 1903 500,000136
Bulletin dO rient Greece 1904 9,653137
Grigore Ghica Romania 1905 800,000138

Aromanian statistics —Macedonia
A uthor Year Number o f  Aromanians

Apostol Märgärit 1902 161,500139
Ecoul Macedoniei 1903 500,000140
Almanah Macedo-Român 1903 212,090141
Nicola Papahagi 1905 223,500142
Lazar Duma 1906 104,590143
Vasile Diamandi 1906 349,530144
Leonida Boga 1913 248,760145

132 PAPAHAGI, 1905:16-17.
133VIRGILJ, 1908:223.
134 ΣΧΙΝΑ, 1886: i\
135 NICOLAÏDÈS, 1899:26-27.
136 ПОПОВ, 2004:24.
137 VIRGILJ, 1908:254 (Of the total number of 12053 Aromanians in the Salonica and

Bitola Vilayets).
138 ЧАКАРЈАНЕВСКИ-АВРАМОВСКИ, 2005: 80.
139 ПОПОВ, 2004:28.
140 EcoulMacedoniei,1/9,12.10.1903:3
141 Statistica, 1903:13-15 (Our calculations).
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Serbian and Bulganan statistics - Macedonia
A u thor Country Year N um ber o f  A rom anians

/ Bulgaria 1873 2 0 ,9 2 3 142 143 144 145 146
Stefan Verković Serbia 1889 74,375 147
Spiridon G opčević Serbia 1899 74,465 148
Vasil K anchov Bulgaria 1900 8 0 ,7 6 7 149
Ivan Povoljni Serbia 1903 7 1 ,0 0 0 150
D. M ishev Bulgaria 1905 63,895 151

Turkish and Albanian statistics - Macedonia

A u thor Country Year N um ber o f  A rom anians

„H ilm i Pasha’s 
Census” Turkey 1904 9 9 ,0 0 0 152

A lbano-Rom anian 
Society “D rita”

Albania/
Rom ania 1905 5 20 ,000153

A ny com m ent is superfluous. The above given figures present the dis
torted dem ographic representation and are just about useless. In the w ar o f fig
ures led  for M acedon ia by prim e m inisters, m inisters, un iversity professors, 
scholars and journalists, battles were won by adding or subtracting one zero. Sci
entific research was in the background giving way to political interests.

142 PAPAHAGI, 1905:145-152 (Our calculations).
143 ПОПОВ, 2004:28.
144DIAMANDI, 1906:23-29 (Our calculations).
145 BOGA, 1913:12-13.
146 Македония, 1995:107,112,199 (However in line with our calculations there were

16810 Aromanians).
147 BRAGA, 2004:10, footnote 20.
148 VIRGILJ, 1908:221.
149 КЪНЧОВ, 1996:289.
150TPAJAH, 2005:206-207.
151 BRAGA, 2004:11, footnote 20.
152 БИТОВСКИ, 2001:240.
153 VIRGILJ, 1908:227.



Vasil Kanchov’s and Gustav Weigand’s statistics
Bulgarian  Vasil K anchov’s and G erm an G ustav W eigand’s statistics are 

characterised by a m ore serious and critical approach. They have been accepted 
as such and w idely used, prim arily in M acedonian  and B ulgarian  h istoriogra- 
phy.154N evertheless, w ith  certain notable exceptions,155 M acedonian and B u l
garian historians present the data from these statistics as they had been offered 
by the authors, w ithout having them critically processed. O wing to the scientific 
value o f these statistics and their popularity and acceptance, w e w ill focus on 
them and w ill point out their faults so as to com plement them and thus get closer 
to the num ber o f  the A rom anian population in M acedonia during the respec
tive period.

a) Vasil Kanchov’s statistics
In the 1890s, as inspector general o f the Bulgarian schools in European 

Turkey, K anchov regu larly travelled in M acedonia and collected valuab le h is
torical, geograph ical, statistical and ethnographic m aterials. M acedonia, E thnog
raphy an d  S tatistics published in 1900 was the synthesis o f  his research o f m any 
years.

A ccord ing  to him , 80767 A rom anians lived in M acedonia in  1900, o f 
which 77267 w ere Christians and 3500 were M uslim s.156There is an initial fault 
when calculating this figure. The analysis o f K anchov’s final calculations reveals 
that the num ber o f  Christian Arom anians was 74324 but not 77267 as he had 
calculated .157 A nother fault in K anchov’s calculations has been detected in the 
G evgeli kaza data w here he calculated that there were 12930 M eglen V lachs in 
stead o f  13030 .158 C onsisten t w ith  that, the final num ber o f A rom anians in 
M acedonia accord ing to K anchov was not 80767 but 77924, o f  w hich 74424 
were Christians and the rem aining 3500 were M uslims.

T he fact that the Bulgarian ethnographer never even visited m ost o f the 
A rom anian  villages, prim arily those v illages in  the kazas w here there w ere no
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154 Д А С К А Л О В , 2005 : 98; Ѓ О Р Ш Е В , 2003 : 62-65 ; Б А Р Б О Л О В , 2000 : 93;
ДИМЕСКИ, 1982:89; КИРЈАЗОВСКИ, 1969: 80; and others.

155 ЃОРЃИЕВ, 2003: 64-65.
156 КЪНЧОВ, 1996:289.
157 T he m istake was made during the calculation fo r the Salonica Vilayet. Instead o f

26066 Christian Aromanians, Kanchov calculated 28949 (Idem: 281-283).
158 Idem: 151-153.
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Bulgarian  schools is a second issue. W hile p reparing the statistics for the 
Grevena, K ozani and Anaselitsa kazas, he depended on second-hand inform a
tion he collected on the way. Concerning the kaza o f Anaselitsa, he obtained the 
inform ation from two millers from the Kostenarija region and from two Aro- 
manian horse traders.159 The third irregularity is the arbitrary calculation o f the 
population which was not m ade by its num ber but by the num ber o f houses in 
the town or village. In order to obtain the num ber o f inhabitants o f a town or 
village, K anchov did not conduct a thorough census, which in reality was not al
ways possible. Instead, he m ultip lied the num ber o f houses w ith a num ber he 
thought suitable. In the 1900 statistics he did not state the num ber he used to 
m ultiply the num ber o f Arom anian houses, but we can infer that from his ear
lier research which is the main basis for the 1900 statistics. Therefore, regarding 
the Arom anians w ho lived in the towns and the wealth ier villages in the Seres, 
Zihna, D em ir H isar and N evrokop kazas he calculated 5 or 5.5 inhabitants per 
house and regard ing sum m er hut settlements in M elnik, G orna D zhum aya and 
Razlog regions, 6 inhab itants per house, although he adm itted that the A ro 
m anian nom ads “w ere difficult to deal w ith” .160 In our opinion, such estim ates 
are not realistic. English archaeologists Alan Wace and M aurice Thom pson, who 
spent several m onths living am ong A rom anian nom ads in several A rom anian 
villages in Pindus and its surroundings, m aintained that the num ber o f 5 inhab
itants per house was too small and that the real num ber was much higher.161 In 
the village o f L ivadi (M eglen area), m ale children stayed in their parents’ house 
until the parents died even despite getting m arried or having children. Theodor 
Capidan stayed in a house in Livadi in which the parents lived w ith their five sons, 
five daughters-in-law  and 18 grandchildren.162 The same situation was the case 
w ith  the o ther G ram ostean Arom anians. In 1901, in the v illage o f Selia din 
Ghios there w ere 380 houses, 569 families and 3400 inhabitants or on average, 
9 inhabitants per house.163 W eigand wrote that one two-storey house in Trikala 
was a hom e to exactly 50 people, all o f which were Arom anian.164 K anchov’s es
timate that generally five people lived in the Arom anian houses in the towns can

159 Idem: 275, footnote 4.
160 КЪНЧОВ, 1970: 70,80,88,111,149,169,275,334.
161 WACE-THOMPSON, 1914:10.
162 CAPIDAN, 1924:28.
163 CIUMETTI, 1901:126.
164 WEIGAND, 1895:173.



183

be accepted , but the average o f 6 persons per house for the num erous Aro- 
manian nom ads is com pletely unacceptable.

W hat is also unacceptable is the m anner in which K anchov Bulgarised 
and H ellenicised certain Arom anian settlements. He stated that in Salonica there 
was a large Arom anian colony where the adults still spoke Arom anian which was 
also used by the new ly settled A rom anians from  M ount O lym pus. H owever, 
when m aking the final calculations, he stated that there were no Arom anians in 
Salonica at all.165 H e did the same concerning the town o f Seres and the villages 
Siatista and N igrita. He adm itted that in Seres there were around 400*Àroman- 
ian houses w here the adults still spoke A rom anian but at the end, he recorded 
them  under the colum n G reek .166 He considered the M eglen V lachs from the 
villages Tsrna Reka and Barovitsa Bulgarians due to the rapid process o f Slavi- 
cisation which was in progress.167 Finally, this statistics lacks the kaza o f Katerini 
w hich  K anchov did not consider part o f M acedonia because there was not a 
Slavic elem ent in  it.

A ccord ing to W eigand’s statistics, 6000 A rom anians lived in kaza K a
terini. In Seres, Salonica and N igrita there were 5500. K anchov calculated 5630 
inhabitants in  Siatista, Tsrna Reka and Barovitsa but im properly regarded them 
as G reek and Bulgarian. Provided we add these 17130 Arom anians to the above 
calculated 77924, w e w ill reach a figure o f 95054 Arom anians. N evertheless, if  
in addition, we calculate a higher average than 6 inhabitants per house for the 
Arom anian sum m er villages, the final figure w ill arrive at between 110000 and 
120000 A rom anians o f the total o f 2 m illion inhabitants in M acedonia.

b) Gustav Weigand’s statistics
G erm an lingu ist G ustav W eigand’s statistics encom passed exclusively 

the A rom an ian  population  and was m ade based on his personal research in 
M acedonia, Epirus, A lbania and Greece in the period between 30th A pril 1889 
and 24th M ay 1890.‘168The princip le used by W eigand differs from  K anchov’s 
princip le in  the fact that the G erm an scholar counted on ly the houses which 
were inhabited and form ed the final figure for a village after having reviewed the 
census records and having talked to the influential people from the village, the
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165 КЪНЧОВ, 1996:105,140.
166 Idem: 176 ; КЪ Н Ч О В, 1970: 79.
167 КЪНЧОВ, 1996:147,154.
168 WEIGAND, 1895: V ili .
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leaders and several villagers. Concerning the houses w here one fam ily resided, 
W eigand increased the num ber o f houses fivefold in order to obtain a figure for 
the total num ber o f inhabitants, at the same time being well fam iliar w ith the fact 
that m any houses w ere homes to more than one fam ily and taking that in con
sideration w hile preparing the statistics.169

According to W eigand, 62405 Aromanians lived in M acedonia.170 A t first 
sight, this figure is small and rather unacceptable but understandable i f  we see 
which territories W eigand included in M acedonia, which Arom anian settlements 
he visited and w hat the principle o f calculation o f the num ber o f the A rom an
ian population living in the places he had not visited was. This figure did not in 
clude the V lachs from  M eglen, w hich he thought to be a different nationality. 
N either did W eigand include the villages Gorna Belitsa and D olna Belitsa which 
he assigned to A lban ia, the Pindus v illages Avdella, Perivoli, Sm ixi, Turia and 
Sam arina w hich he assigned to Epirus and the K aterini kaza which he eventu
ally assigned to Thessaly. He com pletely d isregarded the Arom anians from the 
Kosovo V ilayet, the Arom anians in the Gorna D zhum aya, Razlog, Nevrokop, 
Petrich, D ram a, Sari Shaban, Yenice-Vardar, T ikvesh and M ount Athos kazas 
as well as some villages in the M elnik and Prilep kazas. W eigand visited 33 o f the 
56 settlements in M acedonia where he had thought Arom anians lived. However, 
he did not v isit 23 settlem ents, o f which 15 were purely Arom anian. Concern
ing the settlements he had not visited, he stated the official figures from the cen
sus records, previously adm itting that they were notably lower than those in re
ality.171

If  we add to the figure 62405, or more precisely 63331 (see note 170) the 
M eglen Vlachs and the M acedonian Aromanians which W eigand assigned to A l
bania, Epirus and Thessaly, whose number was 30000 according to him , and the 
A rom anians from the Kosovo V ilayet and the above m entioned kazas w hich 
W eigand did not calculate, but according to K anchov w ere 8509, then the final 
figure w ould be 100914 i.e. 101840 A rom anians in M acedonia. W hereas re
gard ing m any settlem ents W eigand used the official O ttom an statistics w hich

169 Weigand wrote: ”Aromanian houses have two and even three storeys,porches...and...often sev
eralfamilies gather in one house” (Idem: 268-270).

170 Weigand also makes a miscalculation. Instead of 63331, he calculated 62405 Aro
manians in Macedonia (Idem: 286-288,294).

171 Vasil Kanchov also noted that Aromanian nomads managed to hide many of the
men in the Turkish census (КЪНЧОВ, 1996:145).



185

did not dep ict reality, we can rightfully conclude that the num ber o f Arom ani- 
ans was higher and reached 110000-120000 inhabitants which in our view  comes 
closest to the num ber o f the Arom anian elem ent in M acedonia toward the end 
o f  the 19th century. T he num ber w ould have been sign ificantly h igher i f  we 
counted all the people w ith A rom anian origins, w ho w ere gradually assim ilated 
through mixed m arriages and the cultural influence o f the neighbouring nations.

As you w ould  expect, the num ber o f A rom anian inhabitants in M ace
donia was not a fixed category. The birthrate factor led to an increase in the pop
ulation but the political changes, prim arily the changes o f the border between 
Greece and Turkey, w ork related em igration and m ixed m arriages w hich proved 
the A rom anians easiest to assim ilate,172 resulted in a continual decrease o f the 
num ber o f M acedonian Arom anians.

T he A rom anians even now feel the consequences o f the w ar o f num 
bers w hich took its tool on thousands o f ‘V ictim s” in the 19th century and the 
beg inn ing o f  the 20th century. But could it perhaps be that the w ar is still in 
progress? A ccord ing to the latest official censuses, solely 9695 A rom anians live 
on the above m entioned territories and all are on Republic o f M acedonia’s ter
ritory. In the G reek and Bulgarian parts o f M acedonia, the official num ber o f 
the A rom anian population equals zero.

_______________The War o f Numbe?~s and its First Victim
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